
When it comes to addiction, every  
second counts. Berks County residents have 
access to free NARCAN® and safe, affordable 
treatment options. Order a kit, find treatment, 
and learn more at cocaberks.org/hope.

Today, There’s Hope.

Addiction affects everyone. 

Addiction, also called a substance use disorder, 
is a treatable, chronic medical disease involving 
complex brain chemistry, genetics, the 
environment, and an individual’s life experiences. 
People with a substance use disorder engage 
in behaviors that may become compulsive and 
often continue despite harmful consequences. 
Prevention efforts and treatment approaches for 
addiction are generally as successful as those for 
other chronic diseases.
*Definition adapted from the American Society of Addiction Medicine.

What is Addiction?

What is COCA?
Established in 1971, the Council on Chemical 
Abuse (COCA) has served in a lead role, 
offering the resources necessary to respond 
to the complex problems of substance abuse 
and addiction. Designated by the County 
Commissioners as the Single County Authority 
(SCA) for Berks County, COCA is responsible for 
the administration and management of publicly-
funded alcohol, tobacco, and drug services. 
COCA is a non-profit organization governed by 
a volunteer Board of Directors reflective of the 
local community, and serves as the coordinating 
agency for publicly supported drug and alcohol 
programming in Berks County, PA.

Learn more about us at www.cocaberks.org or  
scan the code below with your smart phone.

(484) 628-4673

24/7 Drug & 
Alcohol Hotline

BERKS COUNTY 
ADDICTION 
EDUCATION

& RECOVERY 
SUPPORT 



A Few of Our ProgramsAddiction is a preventable and 
treatable disease. There is help 
for addiction. 

We have a team of Prevention Specialists who 
provide a variety of educational programs to 
schools and community groups in Berks County. 
Programs can be tailored to any age group or 
setting. Prevention services range from single 
session education to multi-session evidence- 
based curriculum. All services are provided free 
of charge.

Effective prevention goes far beyond just 
educating our youth about current trends, 
consequences and scientific information. We 
provide skill building that prepare our youth to 
develop healthy responses to peer pressure.

Prevention Education

Intervention Services & Programs
Intervention services are intended to motivate and 
help place someone into the most appropriate 
level of care for their substance use disorder. 
Interventions can be formal and follow a well 
defined and scripted process, or can be informal 
and performed by someone in a position to 
motivate or influence the individual into seeking 
treatment. 

See all our programs on our website:
cocaberks.org/programsTreatment & Recovery

Addiction treatment is the management and 
care of a patient suffering from a substance use 
disorder, in order to reduce or eliminate the 
adverse effects of the disease upon the patient. 
Treatment services and the recovery pathway 
an individual chooses is based on each person’s 
needs, goals and strengths. 

Narcan® Kit Distribution
Receive a free opioid overdose kit and training. 
Learn more at cocaberks.org/getnarcan

Medication Safety
Request free lock boxes or medication disposal 
bags through our office. Over 25 medication 
disposal boxes are also located throughout the 
county for disposal. 

Warm Hand Off (WHO) Program
The WHO Program works to provide treatment 
intervention to individuals who enter hospitals 
with substance use disorders. 

Blue CARES
Blue CARES is a collaborative program with 
Berks County Law Enforcement encourages 
individuals to seek treatment for addiction after 
being revived with NARCAN® Nasal Spray by a 
police officer.

Email: info@cocaberks.org
Call: (610) 376-8669
www.cocaberks.org

Contact Us

Berks RISE Center is an 
addiction recovery resource 
center supporting Berks 
County, PA individuals in 
recovery and their families.

(610) 750-7550    I   BerksRISE.org

Each year, COCA’s funds help 
support prevention education, 
intervention, treatment, and  
recovery services for thousands 
of Berks County residents. 


