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April 2021 

Dear Superintendents and Administrators: 

On behalf of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, we are pleased to announce that the 2021 
Pennsylvania Youth Survey (PAYS) will be administered as scheduled this fall! PAYS is a survey of 
youth in 6th, 8th, 10th, and 12th grades that helps you to assess students’ perspective of their 
school environment, their mental health, as well as their behaviors and attitudes related to 
alcohol/tobacco/other drugs, violence, and other problem behaviors. PAYS focuses on a multi-
domain risk and protective factor framework, helping stakeholders understand the underlying 
reasons why youth do or do not engage in problem behaviors. The survey is voluntary, and 
individual student responses remain anonymous and confidential. 
 

The 2021 PAYS will be provided to all Pennsylvania schools who wish to participate AT NO COST 
through the combined partnership of the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Pennsylvania 
Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs, and the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 
Delinquency (PCCD). This includes the cost of surveying all students in the eligible grades (either 
online or paper/pencil) and the cost of the Local Summary Reports provided at both the school 
district and county level. PAYS can be offered at your convenience between mid-September and 
Thanksgiving 2021. 
 
With the impact of the pandemic on our students, families, schools, and communities at the 
forefront, the PAYS Advisory Group has worked to make the survey even more useful for the 
planning needs of schools and their prevention partners. This year’s online survey will include 
questions that can help you gauge the impact of the COVID pandemic on your students and also 
how the transition to remote learning may have affected their educational achievement. PCCD 
and the 2021 PAYS survey administrator, Bach Harrison, will again provide you with intensive 
logistical support and proctoring information to ensure a smooth facilitation of the survey. 
 
We look forward to a successful administration of the 2021 PAYS and are committed to the 
timely delivery of the local PAYS results no later than April 30, 2022. Greater details will follow 
later this spring, but we invite you to visit the PAYS website at www.PAYS.pa.gov for more 
information. The registration process will be online this year, making it easier for you to 
indicate your LEA’s participation. Our survey contractor will be sending you a weblink to 
complete the registration process. 
 
Finally, many schools have worked closely with local community prevention collaboratives, SAP 
Teams, and county drug and alcohol agencies. As we strive to assist our students through the 
transition back to in-person education and help them deal with the aftereffects of COVID, we 
would encourage you to continue to do so in 2021. Schools are not alone in this effort! 
 

In partnership, 

The Pennsylvania Youth Survey Team 

http://www.pays.pa.gov/

