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How to Create Your Own Memory Game 

Step One – Find Pictures 

You can find pictures several fun and creative ways:  

a. Use photos around the house that match. You can use family photos and have the 
children match the young and old photos or match two photos of a family 
vacation. The possibilities are endless. Be creative. This an effective way to teach 
memory skills and have fun looking at family photos. Children of all ages will love 
to play 

b. Print out pictures from the internet. Again the creative possibilities are endless. 
Find funny pictures or print pictures of your children’s favorite cartoon or 
television characters. Have the children find matches of the same character or 
match two characters from the same show. For older children, print out a picture 
of their favorite entertainer and have them match the person to their song lyrics 
or a movie title.  

c. Original pictures. Have the children draw their own pictures. They can draw 
whatever they want or give them themes. 

d. Educational pictures – This is a great opportunity to teach about the brain while 
creating a fun learning environment. Some ideas to teach about the brain include 
printing pictures of different parts of the brain for them to match. For older 
children have them match a part of the brain with the function that part of the 
brain performs.  

e. Make enough cards for a game board. You can make any number of matches you 
like but remember these are large cards so you will need space. A good number to 
use is 15 matches or 30 cards 

 

Step Two – Make the Cards 

a. Tape or glue your pictures on to different colored construction paper. Use 
darker colors so the picture is not visible 

b. You can leave them as is or buy clear contact paper and cover the construction 
paper to protect the cards so you can use them again 



Step Three – Create the board 

a. On a rainy day clear away some furniture in your family room, dining room, 
living room and lay the cards face down. Lay five cards across and six cards 
down. Leave enough space for the children to flip them over.  

b. On a sunny day you can create this board outside in a back yard on the grass 
or take it to the park or playground and set it up 

 

Step Four – Play the game 

a. Depending on the number of children they can play as a team or on their own. 
Don’t forget you can play too! The kids will love it 

b. Decide which team or player goes first 
c. The first player flips over two cards. Make sure they are turned completely 

over so the other players can see the picture and where the card is placed.  
d. Matching – If the player finds a match the child picks up the cards and may go 

again until he does not find a match. If the cards do not match the next player 
gets a turn 

e. Winner – The game is over when all the matches are found. The player or 
team with the most matches win. You can reward the winner with a small 
prize or give a coupon for no chores or an extra hour of TV time. Or make sure 
everyone wins something!   

 

 

These websites allow you to create your own puzzle and brain games  
or have games for you to print out. 

 

Education.com: education.com/worksheet-generator/reading/crossword-puzzle/ 

The Word Search:  thewordsearch.com/maker/ 

Pro Profs brain games: proprofs.com/ 

 


